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Ladies, gentlemen and distinguished guests,

My name is Murat YAKAR and | am the chair of Intercontinental Geoinformation Days. It is my honour
this morning to welcome you all.

It is a great pleasure for me to declare open the first Intercontinental Geoinformation Days and to
welcome the participants from all over the world who participated here to exchange experience and
work together for two days on field of geoinformation and their applications.

| first wish to extend to you the greetings of the Governor of Mersin Province, Metropolitan Mayor of
Mersin and the rector of Mersin University. | wish to thank them for their support.

This 2-days-long conference offers online technical sessions and workshops. The technical programme
consists of 67 presentations within the fields of surveying, remote sensing, photogrammetry, land
administration, cartography, GIS and geodesy, including best practice and new research.

As the novel coronavirus outbreak shutters businesses and disrupts everyday life for billions around
the globe, massive annual conferences and small society meetings alike have moved online. This new
format poses numerous technical and organizational challenges, but it also offers opportunities—for
reaching wider audiences, reducing the carbon footprint of meeting travel, and improving diversity
and equity.

As a way to support our research community and to advance its scholarship during the COVID-19
pandemic, we decided to waive all registration fees for the virtual conference, cover the administrative
and setup cost of hosting the conference virtually as well as the publishing and copy-editing costs of
the conference proceedings.

The Intercontinental Geoinformation Days has gotten an enthusiastic response from colleagues from
all around the World. And we are pleased with the positive response that this event has gotten dozens
of contributions from experts in the field. The number of submitted papers is more than the level we
had expected. So, | would like to thank you for your valuable contributions and kind support.

Our team is now considering to make this event traditionalized and the second IGD event is planned
to be organized in May 2021. The organization committee will publish the details of the next event in
the following months.

Before closing, | have to extend further thanks to academic staff of Mersin University Department of
Geomatics Engineering who greatly helped in organising the conference. | sincerely hope that this
conference will achieve its objectives and make great progress through wide ranging discussions.

Let me now close by wishing you a delightful and stimulating event.

Prof. Dr. Murat YAKAR
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